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wards them with the empire's power had ceased to
have any serious effect. Vet unless there was
some real power at their back, how, at this lawless
time, could the Germans feel sure that the treaties
they had made with the aliens would be upheld ?
Well then, urged the foreign traders, what our
emperors cannot or will not do for us, busy as they
are with Italian matters, or with self-destruction, we
must do for ourselves.

And quietly, unobtrusively, but very securely, they
formed among themselves that mutual offensive and
defensive alliance of whose exact date and origin
we are ignorant, but of whose great power in later
times the world was to stand in awe and admiration.
The purpose of the union was to uphold the respect
for the German name abroad by a strong association
of cities willing and able, if need were, to enforce its
demands by force of arms.

Mutual protection, moreover, was needed as much,,
if not more, at home. The highroads, never too safe
from .plundering barons, had grown yet less so during
the lawless and fighting period that followed the fall
of the Hohenstauffen dynasty. These, too, must be
guarded, or how could merchandize be brought from
place to place. Peace and security of property, being
the very corner-stones of commerce, did the merchant
seek above all to secure, and since nothing in this
life can be obtained without a struggle, these cities
had to fight hard, not only with moral force, but often
with the sword, in order to extort from their rulers
these elementary rights of civilization.

Thus the Hansa from its earliest origin, though